
The Family 
Violence Court 

 and Family Court 
of Samoa



Our Court



Structure of Presentation
• Family Violence Court

– Reasons for FV cases in Samoa (personal perspective as FVC 
Judge since August last year)

– Observations to date in data
– The Intervention programs we use
– Time Goals

•  
• Family Court

– Where are we now?
– Salient features of the Family Court Bill
– Family Protection Orders

•  
• Where are we heading?



“O le tele o sulu e maua ai 
figota”



The Vision



Reasons for Family Violence in 
Samoa

• Universal:
– jealousy
– financial pressures 
– Intoxication
– anger



Samoan 

Faalavelaves
Faalavelave

http://www.google.ws/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=kNlQQ0b3j7sI1M&tbnid=fUOT83LIWL_FxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.savalinews.com/2013/04/18/sauni-le-fuataga-o-le-ie-samoa/&ei=iN8XU7-aIsnqoASEm4DQAQ&bvm=bv.62578216,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHfZnj1S2Clbrqje4PeIfec5vvm4A&ust=1394159864893432


Church Contributions



Interference from in-laws and 
extended families

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/89/Round_Samoan_houses_with_blue_roofs,_Lepea_village_with_Mt_Vaea_beyond.JPG
http://www.google.ws/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=mDS0fuhhwdUE_M&tbnid=fOSu7Hhm-8NQrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://menzelphoto.photoshelter.com/image/I00006f_ya3fdGH8&ei=Rx4ZU4SDONHvoASvn4CYBA&bvm=bv.62578216,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNFoPjocunLVZjNa5EOdBeGPCP4XDg&ust=1394241416739621


Religious

• Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the 
head of the wife even as Christ is the head 
of the church, his body, and is himself its 
Savior. Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit in 
everything to their husbands.



Data with observations











The Intervention Programs we 
use

• Provided by Probation Services within the 
Ministry:
– Anger Management counselling
– Couples Counselling 
– Family Group Conferences 



• Provided by other service providers;
– Spiritual counselling by local church group
– Alcoholics Anonymous  counselling
– Ministers of Religion
– Samoa Victim Support Group
– Community Justice Supervisors 



Community Justice Supervisors
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Family Court

• Where are we now?

• Salient Features of the Family Court Bill

• Family Protection Orders



Where are we heading?

• Family Violence Court
– Timeframes
– Users of the Court
– Staff of the Court
– Awareness



Family Court
The views of Children and Young 

Persons



Conciliation and Mediation



Strong and Stable families



Tackling Family Violence
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